BUMBLE BEES

Bombus sp.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Bumblebeesaremediumtolarge-sized (1/2"-1"), densely
haired,andblack withyellow stripes. They arecommonly
seeningardens, weedy areas, and natural habitats. They
live insocial communities consisting of queens, drones,
and workers. The large queen overwinters, and in
springtime seeks a secluded hollow place or debris to
beginthe colony. She then gathers pollen, nectar, and
lays her eggs. The resulting offspring are the much
smaller workers which take over gathering of pollen,
nectar, and the construction ofbroad cells. Many kinds
of flowers are visited.

Bumble bees self-regulate their body temperature. They
areactive at cooler temperatures, and are active early
and late inthe day. The bee isnotaggressive and will
leave youalone ifyou leave them alone. Ifyou work
aroundtheirhiveand accidentally disturbthem, youmay
getstung. Thebumblebee canrepeatedly sting (unlike
the honey bee) and the stings are painful, usually giving
only brief discomfort. However, some people are
hypersensitive to bee stings and experience adverse
reactions very quickly. Persons so affected, should
contacttheir doctorimmediatel y(or the Orange County
Medical Association foradoctor'sreference) and secure
a prescription or treatment with a specific antidote.
Treatmentinthese cases should beimmediate. Applying
damp baking soda to the sting site, a saturated cloth of
household ammonia (diluted with seven parts water), or
apatofmud will help alleviate the discomfort.
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This information is provided to help homeowners with
their pest problems. Insecticides may be purchased at
nurseries, hardware, farm supply, and pet stores. If
additional helpisneeded, contact with aregistered pest
control operator is suggested.

Noendorsement oftrade names or productsis intended,
noriscriticismimplied of similarproducts notmentioned.

PRECAUTIONS

1. Handle insecticides with care and follow
instructions on the label.

2. Donotusearound open flame or exposed foods,
and always clean food preparation areas after the
use of pesticides.

3. Storeoutofreach of childrenand pets, preferably
inlocked cabinets.

4. Neverkeep pesticides in anything other than the
original container.

5. Neverreuse the pesticide container to store any
othermaterials.

6. Dispose of all empty containers properly by
placing them in the trash can for removal to the
local disposal area.

ORANGE COUNTY VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT
13001 Garden Grove Boulevard, Garden Grove, CA 92843
(714) 971-2421 = (949) 654-2421

Please Visit Our Web Site www.ocvced.org
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